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A Checklist for Finishing the Year Strong
With winter just around the corner (many of us in Iowa have had our
first snowfall already), thoughts of the holidays and the New Year are
starting to pop up. With 2015 fast approaching now is a great time to
focus on finishing 2014 strong! Here are a handful of things you can
do to help your business:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Make sure records are up to date
Ensure regulatory training requirements are met
Conduct a self-audit to evaluate efficiency
Analyze waste streams to look for areas where you can
reduce waste
Look for wasted energy such as leaks in compressed air lines
Plan ahead to make 2015 your most environmentally-friendly year yet

And when in doubt, give the IWRC a call! We can answer questions and get an On-Site Review
scheduled to ensure your business is meeting all of the applicable environmental regulations!

The Construction and Demolition Project: What We Learned

Waste reduction is not only about reducing the amount of
waste produced. It is also about turning that waste into a resource. Funded by a United
States Department of Agriculture grant, the year-long Construction and Demolition Waste
Reduction Project focused on just that. And throughout the project, we learned a lot. We
learned about the need for more deconstruction contractors and in turn, the need for more
salvage markets. Plus we learned about a variety of programs and organizations available
with the the similar goal of helping reduce this waste. Read More

Countdown to America Recycles Day
This Saturday marks the 17th year that America Recycles Day
has been celebrated on November 15. Businesses can make
a huge impact through recycling, it not only helps divert waste
from the landfill but it can also reduce your disposal
costs! Resources like the Iowa Waste Exchange can help you
find a recipient for materials that can still be used; you can use
the Iowa Green List to find local contractors and vendors who
offer recycling, reuse, and disposal services; and the Iowa Recycling
Association offers resources, education and advocacy opportunities.

| Grain Elevators |
EPA Extends Public Comment Period for Grain Elevator Rules
The public has until December 22 to review and comment on the proposed changes which
will affect elevators at processing facilities with storage capabilities of one million or more
bushels and other elevators with storage capabilities of 2.5 million bushels or more. (Iowa
DNR)
| Zero Waste |
Validating the Value of Zero Waste
Lots of organizations, from city governments and universities, to manufacturers and
retailers, are pledging to drastically reduce or even eliminate waste going to landfill. (Triple
Pundit)
| Food Waste |
Starving from Food Waste
From super-sized portions to misunderstanding labels, and packaging to recycling, multiple
factors can be considered when looking at reducing food waste. (Waste 360)
| Waste Reduction |
Coffee roaster abuzz with waste prevention strategy
Over the past few years, Americaâ€™s Best Coffee Roasting Company has focused on
reducing waste in a key process - packaging. (GreenBiz)

| Pollution Prevention |
Environmental Improvements Provide Economic Boost for Iowa Companies
Significant environmental reductions were recognized by 14 Iowa companies that worked
with interns from the Iowa DNR's P2 Intern Program this year. (Iowa DNR)
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